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| Neutral tabor Unions Return to CIA Library 


1. On 4 February 1949 a delegation from the League of Unions, headed by 
Tawfiq Pagheli, Secretary Generel of the League, met with a delegation 
under the lesdership of Gabriel Shuri (bank employee) that represented 
the neutral unions (those not members of the Leacue of Unions or the 
Federation of Unions). The neutral unions represented at the meeting 
included those of the bank employees, Electric Company employees, the 
union of Regie workera (Government-controlled tobacco industry), and the 
union of railroad omployees*, 


2. The reprasentatives dis:ussed the question of the neutral unions joining 
the Leacue of Unions, in order to unify efforts to help workers. The 
usutrel union represontatives demanded half the places on the Leacue 's 
Council snd also demanded that one of their representatives be given a 
high position in the League, The possible invitation to non-Federation 
unions to participate in the League's General Congress which is being 
organized to study umion direction in hebmon, the sooial seourity 
Frojeot, and present vorking conditions were also discussed. 


Federation of Unions (Ittihad Niguabet al-Unrsel ) 


3. Members of the Federation of Unions (Conmmistedominated labor group ) 
met on 7 Februery 1945 at the house of George Furayhah, Communist menber 
of the Carpenters’ Union, in the Ashrafiyyah Quarter of Beirut, The 
meeting was attended by the lawyers, Hasib Nimr, Ilyas Shahin, and Hasib 
Mikhayl, ag well as by Mustafa ‘Aris end others. 


4, They discussed ways of avoiding the Lebanese govermnental ben on the 
Federation and decided that, when it is necessary for the Federation 
to meet and make joint decisions, one of the member unions will hold 
the meeting and will invite the other unions to attend.** Decisions 
will have to be signed by each union separately, without mention of the 
neme of the Federation or of the Federation's Committee, Source states 
that Shahin is responsible for this scheme, which Shahin claimed was 
legal, since each member union has legal status and, therefore, has the 
right to hold meetings without governmental interference. _ 
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* Comment. Acxording to ET TST ET? 
25X1X6 the neutral (non-affiliated) unions 
in Lebanon are as follows; 


Union of Comnercial employees 

Union of bayk employees 

Union of Beirut Port Compeny employees 

Union of Regie workers 

Union of Socony workers 

Union of berbers' assistants 

Union of vublic shauffeurs 

Union of belleboys and waiters 

Union of movin; picture operators 

Union of pharmacists 

Union of bakera*® assistants 

25X1AGa Union of Tram lompany and “leatricity Company workers . 

a BE cent. Source of the above comment also states that the 
ederecion of Unions is comprised of the following: 


Typographers' union 

Union of carpenters’ workers 

Union of Duco painturs 

Union of cooks 

Masons’ union 

Union of workere of the Machgara tannery (Beqa') 


se ae reer ee a there are now sixteen unions 
belonging to the “eague of Labor Unions. They are as follows: 


Union of port boatzan 

Union of vegetable vendors’ assistants 

Union of mechanica:. workers 

Union of tailors’ wsaistants 

Union of private chauffeurs 

Union of rug-makers 

Union of tabatiers (sic) 

Union of gasoline vendors 

Union of printers and book-b'nders 

Union of IPC workers 

Union of confeotioners 

Mion of radio workers 

Union of moving picture workers 

Union of driving teachers 

Union of gardsners 

Union of office workers 

25X1A2g 

For a previous listing, sec IEE. 
Two hundred and forty-two workers not affiliated with eny particular 
union are also inoluded in this list of unions belonging to the 
League. 
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